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April 15: The "national dialogue" called by the Panamanian government, and known as the United
Popular Front (FUP), was resumed. During the proceedings, four commissions presented findings
on means to resolve the ongoing political crisis. The four commissions were established on April 11,
and are responsible for formulating proposals on democratization measures, economic measures,
the means to reestablish "social peace," among other topics. Mario Rognoni, minister of commerce,
and Ricardo Bermudez, minister of housing, presented a proposal for a one-month political truce.
They argued that such a truce is necessary toward establishing an "appropriate atmosphere" for the
development of a national dialogue. The proposal was rejected by representatives of the National
Civic Crusade, the Christian Democrat Party, and the Nationalist Liberal Republican Movement, all
of which have refused to participate in the dialogue, or to accept mediation by the Roman Catholic
Church prior to Gen. Manuel Noriega's departure from the country. Participants in the national
dialogue are representatives of the government, military, labor unions, farmers, public employees,
the five political parties pertaining to the government's alliance, and three leftist opposition
parties. FUP coordinator Hector Aleman told Prensa Latina that overtures to other social sectors to
participate in the discussions continue. Included here are invitations to the Popular Action Party and
the Peoples Civilista Movement, both formerly members of the Civic Crusade coalition. The agendas
of the two parties are reportedly similar to that of the Crusade, with the exception of support for
US intervention in Panama. Unnamed Reagan administration officials (New York Times, 04/16/88)
said they are now aiming their efforts at weakening Noriega's hold on the loyalty of the military.
Officials are reportedly discussing a psychological warfare campaign aimed at exploiting what they
describe as restiveness within the Panamanian Defense Forces, Noriega's principal base of support.
Participants in strategy sessions have discussed a variety of tactics, including use of a clandestine
radio station and other methods of exhorting the officer corps to turn against Noriega. April 14:
The 15,000-member armed forces received a paycheck this week, while thousands of retirees did
not. Many pensioners were reported to have staged protests in four provincial capitals southwest
of Panama City (Cocle, Chiriqui, Veraguas and Herrera provinces). Estimates indicate that the
government requires at least $20 million per month to pay the military, 55,000 senior citizens and
140,000 public employees. Diplomats and bankers in Panama City claim the government has been
able to continue meeting some of its payrolls in part by withdrawing funds from accounts abroad,
such as in West Germany. April 18: In an interview with Prensa Latina, Panamanian President
Manuel Solis Palma said that the only prerequisite for any type of discussion with the government is
to accept the defense of Panamanian sovereignty. He said, "We are willing to talk with compatriots
who may have different positions, but they must share our beliefs on sovereignty." Solis Palma said
that dialogue with the National Civic Crusade and the parties of the opposition Democratic Alliance
is absolutely necessary in order to define "an integrated solution, not just a partial one, to the crisis
facing the country."
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